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Lakeland was a vibrant place with boundaries that reached from just behind the 

east side of US One across the B&O railroad tracks to include what is now Lake 

Artemesia Natural Area.

It was a place of nuclear and extended families, where there were strong ties 

among family and friends. These ties made it natural for people to work together 

to meet all types of needs including care of the old and the young.  There were 

homes, some large, and others more modest, with vegetable gardens, schools, 

churches, a social hall, lodge building, stores, beauty shops and baseball fields. 

Lakeland was a place where people lived, loved and celebrated.

What happened? Urban Renewal happened. 

By the end of the 1970s, most of Lakelandʼs residents were forced to leave and 

two-thirds of the land was cleared.

While we should always be inspired by the resiliency of Lakelandʼs generations of 

residents, the neighborhoodʼs history should cause us to question which histories 

are truly valued, and why.  

Today we Lakelanders are calling upon our city leaders to make good on their 

promise to “actively seek “aggressively seek opportunities for restorative justice.”  

Although a great deal has been lost, Lakeland's story reflects the larger story of the 

African American experience in Prince Georgeʼs County, as well as the larger 

struggles for racial equality in our nation.

Restorative Justice for Lakeland
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On June 9, 2020, the City of College Park passed 
Resolution 20-R-16 Renouncing Systematic Racism and 
Declaring Support of Black Lives. The resolution states 
that “the Mayor and Council acknowledge that certain 
public policies have created wide disparities of well-being 
and opportunity among Black people in College Park and 
throughout the United States; and whereas many of these 
policies and actions have led to systematic racism in our 
community and country.” 

The City of College Park is comprised of 15% Black 
residents; and whereas past practice and policy of the City 
of College Park have systematically disadvantaged Black 
residents and historically Black community of Lakeland. 

Read the full resolution at 
collegeparkmd.gov/316/Black-Lives-Matter
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Restorative Justice for Lakeland

Joseph Brooks, John Johnson, and Benjamin 
Hicks become the first African Americans 
to purchase land in Lakeland.

The First Baptist Church of Lakeland 
is constructed on Lakeland Road, 
later becoming The First Baptist 
Church of College Park.

1890 1891

Social clubs and community 
organizing were important to 
Lakeland life and connected the 
neighborhood to the large Black 
community in Greater Washington. 

The neighborhood is chosen as an Urban 
Renewal site, which results in the 
clearing of nearly two-thirds of the land 
and displacement of 103 households. 

19681940 – 1950

The neighborhoodʼs first one-room elementary 
school is constructed, serving students until a 
new building was built in 1917.

The Embry African Methodist Episcopal Church is 
also established, eventually being constructed on 
51st Ave. and Lakeland Rd.  

Lakeland Junior Senior High 
School is opened and served as 
the educational center for Black 
students in northern Prince 
Georgeʼs County until 1950. 

1903 1928
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Principles of Restorative Justice
an exerpt from the Little Book of Restorative Justice by Howard Zehr

At the foundation of the restorative justice process is the central focus of restorative justice: 

seeking to put right the wrongs and harms. Each of the four elements outlined below should 

include collaborative, restorative processes in an attitude of respect for all.  

When a true restorative justice process is achieved, 

the ultimate goal is putting it right. This means: 

• Victims are involved in the process and come out of it satis�ed

• O�enders understand how their actions have a�ected other people and take   

    responsibility for those actions

• Outcomes help to repair the harms done and address the reasons for the o�enses

• Victims and o�enders both gain a sense of closure and both are reintegrated 

    into the community. 

focuses on harms and needs

addresses obligations

uses inclusive, collaborative practices

involves stakeholders, victims, offenders, and communities 

Putting right requires that we address the harms but also the causes. 

Those who o�end have an obligation to address the causes. 

Involves those with a legitimate stake in the situation, including those 

victimized, those o�ending, community members, and society.

It is the opportunity and encouragement for those who have caused harm 

to do right by those they have harmed. 

Restorative justice encourages outcomes that promote, responsibility, 

reparations, and healing for all. 
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Transportation
• Advocate for vehicular road connections between Lakeland and other communities  
• Advocate for maintenance of safe vehicular, pedestrian and cycle routes  

Education
• Support robust, culturally inclusive lifelong education
• Support the maintenance and success of Paint Branch Elementary School and 
  College Park Community Center
• Ensure community youth have the tools and opportunity for excellence in education and 
support them  and achieving their goals.
• Provide regular educational and celebratory programs to share and promote the history 
and culture of Lakeland and its residents
• Ensure the availability of education necessary to support individuals and families in 
homeownership

Public Safety
• Advocating for a system of justice which honors and values all and is just in its application
• Participating in programs which promote and advocate for positive relationships between 
elements of the public justice system and community members

Sustainability
• Initiate and support programs which develop and support owner occupants
• Support business creation and development in harmony with the vision
• Initiate and support programs for community members which help build physical, 
intellectual, social, and economic wealth
• Support efforts to conserve and more efficiently use resources in a fashion compatible with 
the vision

Revitalization and Redevelopment
• Advocate for policies, programs and regulations which rebuild and revitalize Lakeland in its 
historic character with low density housing, and support and facilitate community 
commercial and home-based enterprises while retaining the community’s historic character
• Advocate and support the development of a physical center for culture, history, and 
heritage
• Advocate for polices and programs which encourage and support homeowners in the 
purchase and rehabilitation, revitalization, and maintenance of their homes.
• Support First Baptist and Embry AME Church congregations in the retention of their legacy 
structures.
• Support, maintenance and sensitive renovation of the historic Lakeland High School 
Structure
• Advocate and support the development and location in Lakeland of a center for history, 
heritage and culture which shares and celebrates the cultures of all College Park’s residents

The Lakeland Civic Associat ion has drafted a v is ion statement speci f ic  to 
the needs of  the community and presented it  to the City to be 
considered and included in upcoming strategic planning sess ions.   

Lakeland 2025 Vision Statement
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More About Lakeland

Read more about the neighborhoodʼs history in Lakeland: African Americans in 
College Park by Lakeland Community Heritage Project. 

        Visit LCHPʼs homepage for info on projects and events at lakelandchp.com
        or browse collections of community history and heritage in our digital archive.

More About Restorative Justice

A suggested start is The Little Book of Restorative Justice by Howard Zehr. 
Read it for free from UNICEF using this link. 
www.unicef.org/tdad/littlebookrjpakaf.pdf or you may purchase a physical copy on 
Amazon for $5.99. 

The Little Book on Race and Restorative Justice by Fania Davis 

Critical Readings in African American 
History and Culture

“1968 Kerner commission Got It Right, But Nobody Listened”   
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/1968-kerner-commissi
on-got-it-right-nobody-listened-180968318/The Transforming Historical Harms 
manual

“For the Benefit of These Children: Affirming Racial Identity in the Era of School 
Desegregation, Prince Georgeʼs County, Maryland, 1954-1974″ by Avis 
Matthews 
https://drum.lib.umd.edu/bitstream/handle/1903/20444/Matthews_umd_0117N_1
8660.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

Race for Profit by Keeanga Yamahtta-Taylor uncovers how exploitative real estate 
practices continued well after housing discrimination was banned. 

Making All Black Lives Matter: Reimagining Freedom in the 21st Century by 
Barbara Ransby outlines the scope and geneaology of the BLM movement and 
documents its roots in Black feminist politics and Black radical tradition. 
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